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Research & Consulting Services

Industry News

The Planet Group. Acquires Strive Consulting

The Planet Group Full Article

The Planet Group, a portfolio company of Odyssey Investment Partners and 
leading provider of outsourced human capital and consulting solutions, 
announced today that it has entered into an agreement to acquire Strive 
Consulting. Strive Consulting is a full-service technology consulting firm defining 
and implementing strategic solutions to solve problems and deliver on digital 
transformation initiatives. 

The acquisition will further expand Planet’s current technology portfolio through 
specialized advisory, consulting, and staffing services, which align with the 
company’s strategic human capital initiatives.
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Knowledge Works Global Acquires Kaufman Wills Fusting & Company

KnowledgeWorks Global Full Article

KnowledgeWorks Global announced today that it has acquired publishing 
consultancy and editorial services provider, Kaufman Wills Fusting & Company 
(KWF).

Chris Kurtzman, CEO of CJK Group, the majority-owner of KnowledgeWorks
Global, said, “I am delighted to welcome the KWF team to KnowledgeWorks
Global Ltd. With this acquisition, KnowledgeWorks Global continues to build a 
successful global operation serving every step along the publishing lifecycle, 
from peer review to delivery of print and digital products. Bolstering KGL’s strong 
credentials in journal editorial services while adding business consulting solutions 
allows us to deliver even more value to our customers.”

World Insurance Associates LLC Acquires Safety Consulting 

World Insurance Associates Full Article

Safety Consulting, Inc. is an established leader in the safety consulting industry. 
It provides loss control and risk management services that include safety training 
and services across its diverse customer base, ranging from construction, 
manufacturing, transportation, municipalities, national trade associations and 
oil industries. 

“We’re proud to offer our clients more than 50 years of dependable service and 
proven success that saves lives through effective training and consistent 
workplace safety,” says Craig Stromgren President/Owner, Safety Consulting, 
Inc. “We are excited to be a part of World, and we look forward to helping 
World clients reduce their risk, and lower accident rates with effective program 
development, continuous safety training, frequent onsite inspections and 
changing the habits of employees through the promotion of employee safety 
awareness.”

https://theplanetgroup.com/blog/the-planet-group-announces-agreement-to-acquire-strive-consulting-a-full-service-technology-consulting-firm/
https://www.kwglobal.com/kgl-a-cjk-group-company-acquires-kaufman-wills-fusting-and-company
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2022/01/05/2361865/0/en/World-Insurance-Associates-Acquires-Safety-Consulting-Inc.html
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Selected Research & Consulting Services Transactions

 -
 5,000
 10,000
 15,000
 20,000
 25,000
 30,000
 35,000

0
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

2018 2019 2020 2021 Ag
gr

eg
at

e 
Tr

an
sa

ct
io

n 
Va

lu
e 

($
M

)

Cl
os

ed
 T

ra
ns

ac
tio

ns

Closed Transactions Aggregate Transaction Value ($M)



4

Business Services

As the COVID-19 pandemic has forever changed the business services industry, 
a sustained demand in cloud infrastructure, remote working solutions, and 
connectivity technology has driven equity value and M&A activity within the 
industry. Both the S&P 500 Index and the Business Services Index have increased 
steadily in value throughout 2021 as the rebound from the lows of 2020 
continues.

S&P 500 Index ValueS&P 500 Business Services Index Value

NM

NM
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Business Services
State of the Industry

Source: Capital IQ

Source: Capital IQ

Source: Capital IQ

Source: Capital IQ
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The Value of 
Accomplishment
The highest level of expertise and hard 
work is what accomplishment requires. 
It’s what you deserve and what we do.

• We sweat the small stuff. 
• Take a 3:00am call.
• Say yes.
• Say no.
• Dig deeper when things get tough.
• And  celebrate with you when your 

efforts pay off and you can reflect on 
it all and say, “It’s really remarkable 
what we’ve accomplished here.”

• Then and only then, will we know that 
we’ve accomplished something 
meaningful, too.

An investment banker to middle market firms since 2004, 
Brendan Kiernan has worked on more than 75 M&A 
engagements, managing deals for business services, 
technology, software and healthcare clients. Brendan is 
a graduate of Boston College and earned his MBA from 
Bentley’s McCallum Graduate School of Business. He 
holds series 7, 79 and 63 certifications from FINRA. Brendan Kiernan

781-418-5926
kiernan@merger.com

About Mirus 

Our global Business Services Group understands the challenges of service 
delivery, client demands and market dynamics in this sector, with a clear 
appreciation for how these factors drive value and investor interest.  Mirus 
provides direct access to sector-specific expertise, as well as global buyers and 
sellers. Our professionals have deep experience and expertise in the following 
Business Services subsectors: Business Process Outsourcing, Human Capital 
Management, Tech-Enabled Services and Professional Services.

“I hired Mirus to represent me in the sale of my family’s life sciences services 
company. Mirus delivered great value. Its team was highly professional and 
actively involved in all aspects of the negotiation, from diligence preparation 
and tactical advice to deal strategy, resulting in a successful sale to a $2 billion 
public acquirer.  The Mirus team is very good at what they do and I’d happily 
recommend them to other business owners.”  - Peter Harris, Principal Shareholder, 
B&V Testing Services

Partner Spotlight
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Mirus Business Services Spotlight

Virtual is a leading technology-focused association management company,
which combines advanced systems, industry best practices, and innovation
to deliver strategic guidance, execution, and world-class business
operations to tech and standards organizations. Through an investment by
Striker Partners, Virtual joined forces with Drohan Management Group and
Professional Credential Services to form a newly combined firm providing
professional services to technology and standards-setting organizations,
business and trade associations, scientific professional societies, state
governments, and professional licensing associations.

Source Advisors, a leading specialized tax consulting firm providing R&D Tax
Credit, Cost Segregation, LIFO inventory, §179D and §45L solutions
nationwide for more than 38 years, has joined forces with Bedford Cost
Segregation, an independent professional services firm specializing in cost
segregation and innovative tax and energy solutions for the commercial
real estate industry. Bedford is an independent professional services firm
specializing in cost segregation and innovative tax and energy solutions for
the commercial real estate industry.

State Cleaning Service, Inc. is a full-service janitorial and building
maintenance expert providing a full array of services to general office
buildings, life science properties and manufacturing buildings. Pritchard
Industries, Inc. is the largest privately-held facility maintenance company in
the United States. Since 1914, the Company has been a full-service provider
of cost-effective, precision building services and facility maintenance to
commercial office buildings, corporate facilities, industrial plants,
educational facilities, medical complexes, and entertainment arenas

Crystal Rock is a 100 year old direct-to-consumer home and office water,
coffee, filtration and office supply service delivery business. The company
bottles and distributes Crystal Rock® Waters purified water, Vermont Pure®
natural spring water, Cool Beans® coffee, and other break room items to
the commercial office and residential customers throughout New York and
New England. Cott is a route-based service company with a leading
volume-based national presence in the North America and European home
and office bottled water delivery industry and a leader in custom coffee
roasting, blending of iced tea, and extract solutions for the U.S. foodservice
industry.
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